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Defensible Space –  Be fire Ready!

Defensible Space Codes HAVE CHANGED 

In San Diego County 

➢ Zone Zero: is 0 – 5 feet from buildings, 
structures, decks, etc.  
This area is Non-Combustible Zone. 
REMOVE – REDUCE and REPLACE. 

Functions to reduce the potential that 
embers landing near a building will 
ignite fuels and expose the area 
around a home to a direct flame 
impingement. 

1. Use noncombustible materials such as
rock, stone pavers, cement, bare
earth, gravel or sand.

2. Remove leaves, needles, or other
dead vegetation growth from all roofs
and gutters.

3. Clear vegetation and items that could
ignite from around and under decks.

4. Use of mulch, bark and or compost
shall be prohibited.

➢ Zone One: is 5 - 50 feet from buildings, structures, decks, etc. 

This area requires the greatest reduction of flammable vegetation and consists of low growing fire-
resistant plants. Reduces radiant heat transfer to exterior walls.

1. Vegetation is low growing 6” to a maximum of 18” in height.
2. Remove dead vegetation and dead trees, mow, remove weeds, and prune lower limbs.
3. Trim tree limbs at least ten feet from chimneys, remove branches hanging over roofs.
4. Weeds and annual grasses maintained to a height not to exceed 6 inches.
5. Reduce the amount of fuel around the structures by separating the space between fuels, and or reshaping the

retained fuels by trimming.
6. Replace flammable vegetation with low growing less combustible plants.

➢ Zone Two: is 50 to 100 feet from buildings, structures, decks, etc. 
1. When tree is over 18 feet in height remove lower limbs to create SIX feet of vertical Clearance above ground.
2. When tree is less than 18 feet in height – remove lowest limbs that are 1/3 of tree height.
3. Plants/shrubs shall be limbed up off ground, so the lowest branches are 1/3 height of plant/shrub.
4. Create ten-foot separation between tree canopies and remove dead limbs.
5. Reduce the natural vegetation by 50% of the square footage within this area.
6. Weeds and annual grasses maintained to a height not to exceed 4 inches.
7. Remove all dead and dying vegetation.
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➢ Stack firewood at least 30 feet away from structures and ten feet off of property line. 
➢ Maintain a 13-foot 6-inch vertical clearance over all roads and driveways for emergency 

vehicle access. 
➢ Remove vegetation to create bare soil within ten feet of ground mounted solar panels. 
➢ Remove vegetation to create bare soil within ten feet of propane tanks. 
➢ Remove refuse, trash, cuttings. 
➢ Lift/remove limbs from bottom 1/3 of trees. 
➢ Remove all hazardous/combustible vegetation within 20 feet along both sides of driveways 

and roadways that bound the property. 
➢ In all cases, fuel reduction means arranging the trees, shrubs and other fuel sources in a way 

that makes it difficult for fire to transfer from one fuel source to another.  It does not mean 
cutting down all trees and shrubs on the property. 

Alpine Fire Protection District 

1364 Tavern Road      Alpine 

Office: 619-445-2635 

https://www.alpinefire.org 

Jason McBroom,  Fire Marshal   

State and Local Fire Codes: 

➢ One Hundred feet of Defensible Space is required under the Public Resource Code (PRC) 4291. 
➢ San Diego County ordinance for Defensible Space is more stringent than the State of California’s minimum 

requirement in PRC 4291.    

• PRC 4291 – California Public Resources Code 4291.
https://leginfo.legislature.ca.gov/faces/codes_displaySection.xhtml?sectionNum=4291.&lawCode=PRC

• County of San Diego, Consolidated Fire Code
https://www.sandiegocounty.gov/content/dam/sdc/sdcfa/documents/prevention/2020-County-Consolidated-Fire-Code-FINAL.pdf

*If tree is greater than
18 feet 

In height, limb up 
lowest branches to 

create six feet clearance 
above ground. 

*If tree is less than 18
feet in height, limb low 

branches by 1/3 of 
height of tree. 

https://www.sandiegocounty.gov/content/dam/sdc/sdcfa/documents/prevention/2020-County-Consolidated-Fire-Code-FINAL.pdf
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